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IilTRODUCTIOII

Gcoff Stausfic].d
Chairmau, l l r t ional Federet iou for Biologicel  Recordiug

Iu welconing the B0 delegates to the Bristol ,  Confereuce, the
Chairman nade reference to the f i rst  coufereDce at Chelsea
which  looked a t  the  acb iv i ty  and opera t ioa  o f  b io log ica l
recording and at the users; and uses of biological  records,
aad the second conference at '  Cambridge on the thene
' B i o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d i n g  i n  a  c h a n g i n g  l a n d s c a p e ' ,  w h i c h
iucl .uded papers on the roles of var ious bodies, and
workshops wh ieh  examiaed some o f  the  issues ,

The present couferelce focussiag on 'The Products' ,  with a
seLect ion of papers on the pract ical  aspects of biological .
recording and discussions oD how the products can be better
ta i lo red  to  the  ueeds,  was  seeD as  a  log ica l  p rogress ion
fron the earl ier coafereBces, The inteat ion eras to easure
tha t  b io log ica l  record ing  d id  no t  become a  se l f - indu lgent
ac t iv i t y ,  bu t  tha t  i t  was  organ ized in  such a  way as  to  neet
de f ined needs.  Th is  was seen to  be  eEsent , ia l  i f  the
community at large was to be persuaded that biological
reeord ing  is  a  va luab le  pub l ie  serv ice .

The chairman paid tr ibute to the execut ive comnit , tee and to
the smal l  confereace sub-committee which had orgauized the
conference, and ia part icular to local orgaaizer Charles
Copp of Br istol  Museun, and his col . l -eagues, and Andrew
RobertE and the Museun Documentat ion Associat ion for
h a u d l i n g  t h e  b o o k i u g s .

I
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IilTRODUCTION TO THE CONFERENCE

Charles CopP
Coaference Organizer

B io log ica l  record ing  is  the  pursu i t  o f  -knowl -edge about  the

s ta tus  and d is t r ibu t ion  o f  w i ld l i fe  and an  uuders tand ing  o f

i t s  hab i ta t  requ i rements .  one o f  i t s  dec la red  a ims is  to

provi t le the inf ;ornat ion needed to ensure a secure fut 'ure for

w l fa t i fe  in  a  d iverse  urban and na tura l  landscape '  But t

however  mush we may be l ieve  thab bhe pursu i t  o f  b io log ica l

record ing  and i t s  lp in -o f fs  in  conserva t ion  and educat ion

are  in t r ing ica l l y  w i r thwh i le ,  sympathy  and f inanc ia l  suppor t

fo r  our  a ims w i l l  on ly  be  geuera ted  in  re l -a t ion  to  our

a b i l i t y t o c o m e u p w i t n p r o d u c t s t a r g e t t e d a t s p e c i f i c
markets '

The na iu  marke t ,  e reas  inc lude educat ion ,  le isure  and

tour ism,  sc ien t i f i c  research  and p lanu ing '  The d i f fe ren t

requirements of these markets are already recognized and

understood by 5o'e, but there is much room for improvement

i n  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  o i  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n  h i g h e r  a n d  n o r e  w i d e l y

a p p l i e d s t a n d a r d s a n d i n c h a u n e ] . l i u g o f f u a d i a g . T o a c h i e v e
th is  inproveneut ,  we shou ld  be  lc ;k ing  nore  c lose ly  a t  the

def in i t ion  o f  the  roLes  o f  a l l  the  organ iza t ions  invo lved in

b io log ica l  reeord ing ,  conserva t io r r ,  p lano ing  and count rys ide

educat, ion, and espei ial fy the roles of loca1 record centres'

I  be l ieve  tha t  th l  bes t  way  to  do  th is  i s  fo r  work  to  be

d iv ided in to  de f ined pro jec ts  w i th  end producbs  ach ievab le

in a reagonable t ine span. These targets can be aided by

guided funding and good rnanagement '

Th is  conference is  in tended to  b r ing  these th reads  together

and to leara from the experience of those who have

moun led  = , r " " * i= fu l  p ro ie l ts .  I t  i s  a lso  hoped tha t  we sha l l

receive some tuiaaaie i to* the grant-giving bodies on how

grants  a re  admin is te red .

^ifl
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ITI ITS POLICY MAKING CONTEXT

Adr ian  Ph i lJ . ips

(Ed i ted  account  o f  Mr .  Ph i l l i ps  paper  p repared by  Geof f
Stansf ield from notes made by Andrew Roberts and Geoff
S tans f ie ld  )

The Cha i rman we lcomed Mr .  Ph i l l i ps  and expressed the  de l igh t
o f  NFBR tha t  Mr .  Ph i l l i ps  had agreed to  p reseat  the  open iug
paper  a t  the  conference.  f t  was  seen as  recogn i t ion  tha t
the  end produets  o f  b io log ica l  reeord iog  shou ld  iuc lude a
bet te r  env i ronment  in  wh ich  to  work  and l i ve .  I t  was  a lso
impor tan t  to  remember  tha t  much b io log ica l  record ing  in
Br i ta in  was car r ied  ou t  by  amateurs  and pro fess iona ls  who
der ived  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  en joyment  and sa t is fac t ion  f ron  the
a c t i v i t y .  T h e  C o u n t r y s i d e  C o m m i s s i o n  d u r i n g  i t s  r e l a t i v e l y
shor t  h is to ry ,  and w i th  modest  resources ,  had been a  major
ca ta lys t  in  s t inu la t ing  grea ter  pub l ie  unders tand ing  and
enjoyment in both the natural  and man-made environment.

M r .  P h i l l i p s  b e g a n  h i s  p a p e r  b y  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  b i o l o g i c a l
record ing  was pr i rnar i l y  o f  impor tance in  the  conserva t ion
f i e l d  a n d  h e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  i m p a c t  t h a t  b i o l o g i c a l
record ing  had made by  fac iJ - i ta t ing  the  produc t ion  o f  l i s ts
o f  endangered spec ies  =uch as  the  IUCN Red Data  Books .
B io log ica l  record ing  was,  however ,  a lso  o f  reLevance to
orqan iza t ions  such as  the  Count rys ide  Comniss ion  wh ich  had
more  genera l  respons ib i l i t , ies  fo r  the  count rys ide .  The
Count rys ide  Rev iew Pane l - ,  wh ich  had repor t ,ed  ear l ie r  in  the
year ,  had drawn a t ten t ion  to  the  fac t  tha t  the  counbrys ide
i n  B r i t a i n  w a s  o n  t h e  b r i n k  e f  m a j o r  c h a n g e s ,  a s  d r a m a t i c  a s
any  s ince  the  Enc losures ,  The cont 'ex t  o f  th is  change was
the  inc rease in  agr icu l tu ra l  ou tpu t ,  the  growing
agr icu) - tu ra l  surp lus ,  the  fa l l  in  agr icu l tu ra l  income,  and
t , h e  f a l 1  i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  L a n d ,  t h e  c o m b i n e d
ef fec t=  o f  wh ish  aecess i ta ted  re -cons idera t ion  o f  the  uEe o f
t h e  s o u n t r y s i d e .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  o p t i o n s ,
and these wou ld  be  the  Eub jec t  o f  fo r thcoming repor ts  on
F o r e s t r y  P o l i c y ,  R e c r e a t i o n a l  P o l i c y ,  P l a n n i n g  i n  t , h e
C o u n t r y s i d e ,  a n d  N e w  D i r e c t i o n =  i n  N a t i o n a l  P a r k = .  T h e s e
repor ts ,  wh i l -s t  s t ress ing  the  s ta tu to ry  ro le  fo r
conserva t , ion ,  wou ld  a lso  enpha= ize  the  need to  take  account
o f  p u b l i c  e n j o y n e n t .  W i t h i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e  C c ' m m i s s i o n  = a w
the aeed for bhe promotion of t 'he csncept of Environmental ly
S e n s i t , i v e  A r e a s  ( E S A ' s )  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m o n e y  t , s
re -adopt  t rad i t iona l  fa rming  prac t , i ces .  A t  p resent  there
were  6  ESA's  bu t  the  a im was t ,o  es t ,ab l i sh  be tween 4O and 50
based upon the  I i= t  d rawn up w i th  the  Nat ,u re  Conservancy
C o u n c i l  a n d  e m b r a c i n g  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  e s  w e l l  a s  c o n s e r v a t i o n .
The Commiss ion  wou ld  l i ke  bo  see the  ESA pr inc ip le  ex tended
i n t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  s f  t h e  c s u n t , r y s i d e .

I
I
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Forestry rAtas oB the edge of a major development.  Forestry
was see1 as  the  pr inc ip le  ma jor  a l te rna t ive  land user  bu t  a

new k ind  o f  fo res t , ry  was needed,  w i th  mu l t ip le  use ,  wh ich
wou ld  o f fe r  oppor tun i t ies  fo r  t imber  p roduc t ion ,  ru ra l
employment,  t tnascape enhaacement, ,  nat,ure conservet ion and
le isure .  Par t i cu la r  a t ten t ion  needed to  be  g iven to  a reas
a r o u n d  c i t i e s .

The a i rns  fo r  recrea i ion  shou ld  be  bo th  quant i ta t i ve  and
qua l - i ta t i ve  w i th  an  inc rease in  the  use  o f ,  and in te reg t  in t

the  count rys ide ,  se t t iDg up  Nat iona l  Farks  and count ry
Parks was not enough. There should be emphasis on publ ic

r igh ts  o f  way  and encouregement  to  fa rmers  to  p rov ide

a" ies=,  perh ips  w i th  f inans ia l  iaceut ives .  There  was a lso

bhe need to nanage access to somnon Land aad here new

leg isJ .a t ion  n igh t  be  needed '  There  shou ld  be  the

optor tun i ty  fo i  t t re  pub l i c  to  become invo lved and th is  wou ld

enta i l  a  fundamenta l -  change o f  po l i cy .

P lann iag  po l i cy  had eome back  in to  the  fo re f ron t  o f  pub l i c

debate  due to  po l i t i ca l  enphas is  o f  the  need to  recons ider
pJ.anning erraDgetBents as the agricul tural  argurnent was

ienoved. There were opport ,uni t ies for improved moborway

des ign  w i th  separa te  c l r r iageways {as  in  the  USA)  r  expanded

p icn ic  a reas ,  the  red i rec t ion  o f  mi l i ta ry  ac t iv i t ies  a r "ay

i ro r  Nat iona l  Parks ,  and perhaps  ou t -o f - town shopp ing

centres set in large areas of pa:rkland. The connission

cons idered i t  inpo i tan t  tha t  fa rmers ,  landowners ,  communi ty

and voluntary gr lups should become involved in the debate
(perhaps  w i th  some commiss ion  suppor t ) .  overa l l ,  more

act,ors were needed in bhe count ' ryside together with e

l -oogen ing  o f  ab t i tudeg towards  the  count rys ide '

Mr .  Ph i l l i ps  saw b io log ica l  record ing  as  re levant  in  f i ve

main  areas  -  in fo rmat , ion  fo r  dec is ion  makers ;  da tabases  fo r

land management l  he lp ing  peop le  to  en joy  the  count rys ide ;

he lp ing  loca l  o rgan iza t ions  ts  beeome invo lved in  car ing  fo r

the-  co iu t rys ide ;  and cont r ibu t ing  towards  improved pub l ic

e d u c a t i o n .

For  dec is ion  nakers  there  was a  need a t  a  na t iona l  and loca1

Ieve l .  Fsr  example ,  a t  a  na t iona l  leve l  the  Min is t ry  o f

Agr icu l tu re  had i repared a  dra f t  p roposa l  to  c rea te  wood land

*It f ,  the d,eclared purpose to eacourage conservat ion'  There

was a  danger  tha t  lana  marg ina l  to  agr icu l tu re  cou ld  be  most

changed,  ind  the  con idera t ion  o f  the  use  o f  such land shou ld

p e r h i p =  b e  g i v e n  a  h i g h e r  p r i o r i t y .  A t  a  1 o c a l  l e v e 1

databases {^tere aeeded by the 1sca1 planning authori t ies to

asSess the consequences of developnent.  This was seen to be

par t i cuLar ly  impor t ,an t ,  in  a  per iod  o f  change.  Databaseg

were  a lso  needed by  land managers .  As  surp lus  land became

less intensively used there wer€i  opportunit ieE to rest 'ore

hab i ta ts .  For  e r :ample ,  in  t ,he  sout ,h  Downg,  p r io r i t y  cau ld

be g iven to  the  re -c rea t ion  o f  downland.  w i th  new fo res t=

the  emphas is  shou ld  be  on  c rea t ing  in te reEt , ing  hab i ta ts  and

-a
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th is  wourd  need loca l  exper t i se .  AE fa r  as  en joymeut  o f  the
count rys ide  was concerned,  there  was as  a  p lace  fo r  the
amateur recorder who was often nobivated by eonservat ion
and/or  recrea t ion .  I t  was  impor tan t  to  ma in ta in  the  l iuks
between discipl ines. As far as local knowledge of the
couutryside was concerued, there were opportuait ies for
raising the level of  interest through the changes which were
tak ing  p lace '  There  was a  need to  s t inu la te  r ,ocaL iu te res t
and grass roots coucern, and to establ ish a local sense of
guard iansh ip  and a  car ing  par tnersh ip .  For  educat ion  and
interpretat iou there e,ras a ueed for the democrat izat ios of
c o u n t r y s i d e  p o l i c i e s .  T h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a !  i n f o r n a t i o n
data base was important in creat ing a better inforned
p u b l  i c .

M r .  P h i l l i p s  s u m n e d  u p  b y  r e s t a t i n g  h i s  v i e w  t h a t  b i o l o g i c a l
recording veas pr inar i ly a coDcern of aature coDservat ios.
The count rys ide  conn iss ion  had L in i ted  resoprces ,  bu t  i t
could assist  with recording at the broader level
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  i t  w a s  L i n k e d  w i t h  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e
countryside and with acces;s and eojoymeut.

I



SURVEY FUNDING BV THE NATURE CONSERVANCY COUNCIT

Dr. K. Charmau aud Dr R' J '  KeYmer

The purpoge o f  th iE  ta lk  i=  to  exp la in  NCC s t ruc ture  and

f u n d i n g i n r e l a t i o n t o r e s e a r c h a n d = ' . ' r v e y ' A l t h o u g h t h i =
may appear  ra lher  asademic  ag  w i th  any  organ ism (or

organ isa t ion f  " - [ " " * ledge o f  s t ' ruc tu re  and func t ion  i=

impor tan t  : . r ,  o ta . i s tand ing  how an organ ism works '  An

unders tand ing  o f  how NCC as  an  organ i=a t ion  workE w i l l

p rov ide  a  f ramewsrk  in  wh ich  o ther  e rgan isa t ions  can

structure their  o** t*="arch and survey effort  and lead +'o

increasea ca-oper i t ion  and reduced dup l ica t ion  o f  e f fo r t '

N C C , E o r g a n i s a t i o n a n d m a n a g e m e n t i s b a g e d o n a t h r e e t i e r
structure '

1 .  G r e a t  B : r i t a i n  H e a d q u a r t e r s  ( G E H Q ) ' =  f u n c t i o n  i s

pr imar i l y  to  ac t  in ' -o "= i i f f  po l i cy  fo rmula t ion  and

admin is t rab ion  and to  t iov ia -e  the  l ink  w i th  cent ra l

go . , " to* "o t '  In  add i t i tn  to  th i 'E  ceut ra l

"o -o ia i *a t ing  func t ion  GBHQ prov ides  techn ica l

aAv ice- i to*  ipec ia l i s t  GB se t t ions  guch as  the

C h i e f  S c i e n t i s t  D i r e c t o r a t e  ( C S D )  '

2 .  Count ry  Headguar t 'e rs  (CHQ) 's  a re  respons ib le  fo r

po l i cy  inp lementa t isn  a t  the  count ry  1eve l  and the

converg ion  o f  GB po l i c :es  in to  a  ser ies  o f

co-ord ina ted  Programne= '

3 ,  Reg ions  are  respons ib le  fo r  the  p lann ing '

management and i*pt; ; ; ; tat ion of programmes of work

loca l l y  and any  po l i cy  deve lopnent  tha t  th is  nay

r e q u i r e .

T h e w h s l e o f N C C ' 5 w o r k h a s b e e n d i v i d e d i n t o a s e r i e s o f
themeg ana su t - themes ou t l ined  in  Nature-  conseEyat ioE in

G r e a t  B r i t a i n  t i g g t f  a n d - t h e  c o r p o r a t e  p l a n '  T h e  = c i e n c e

b a s e t h e m e " o o * ' = t h e s c i e n t i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n g a t h e r i n g a n d
analysis which e\re rrormal ly undersiand as researcht survey

a n d m o n i t o r i n g ' w i t h i n e a c h o f t . h e s e t h r e e t i e r s e l e m e n t g o f
work  on  the  u ioad "sc ience base"  t 'hene are  under taken '

l ^ l i th in  GBHQ the  major  aspec t=  o f  the  sc ience base wsrk  a re

under t ,ak* r ,  Uy ' - i f . , " - i ' r i * f  i c ien t is t '=  D i rec tora te '  Th is

c o n s i g t , E  o f  i n *  c t ' i * r  s c i e n i i s t  t D r '  D '  R a t c l i f f e )  a n d

A=s ig tan t  Ch ie f  Sc ien t iE t  tU t  ' : '  B laekwood and Dr '  K '  Duf f  )

a n d a g r o u p o r - * * p * ' t , e d v i s o r g v l i t h i n t h e m a t i c , h a b i t a t o r
spec ie= g to , rP=.  LsO memberg  are  respons ib le  fs r :

e .  p r o v i d i n q  s p e c i a l i s t  a d v i c e  a n d  e x p e r t i E e  i n  t h e i r

= P e c i a l i = t  a r e a l

b .  commi=s ion ing  research  o f  re levance to  na ture

c o n = e r v a t i o n  i n  t f r e i r  s p e c i a l i = t  f i e l d '  T h e  w o r k

f u n d e d  c e n t ' r a ] l y  i 5  u s u a l l y  o f  a  s t r a t e g i c '

fundamenta l  o r  p rc lcess  na ture  w i th  "w ide"

re l -e r rance ' : f  p r inc ip le  io  a  range o f  ac i i v i t ' i e= '  in

a  w i d e  g r e o g r a P h i c  a r e a '

,rfl


