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PREFACE

This voluare is a collectron of four semrnar papers and the reports of
10 worksbops, from the lnaugrural Conference of the National lederation
for  B io log ica l  Record ing (N^8BR).  ' Ihe Conference,  he ld in  Cambr idge
over two days in April 1985, was attended by over 80 people drawn from
a wide variety of locations and discipl ines, but aII with an involve-
ment or interest in the collection, management, clissemination and use
of biological information about our environment.

'Ihe volume takes its title from the seminar, but all tbe workshops
were  b igh l y  pe r t i nen t  t o  t he  top i c ,  dea l i ng  as  they  d id  w i th  the
practical aspects of records and the problems and priorities of those
involved witb recording.

In his lntroduction, Geoff Stansfield has brief ly described how the
National tederation for Biological Recording came into being. rllhether
tbe federat ion has a fu ture depends not  on ly  on tbe eommitment  and
energy of its officers, but also on the support of its membersbip. It
is only by expressing a eorporate view, tbrough the Federation, chat
t b e  n e e d s  f o r  b i o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d i n g r  a t  a I l  l e v e I s ,  w i l t  b e  c l e a r l y
heard.

As conference organizers and edi tors ,  we have been for tunate in
having the suppor t  and enchusiasm of  our  contr ibutors.  We are very
grateful to them all for presenting their papers, or convening tbeir
workshrops, and for preparing written sommaries (with only a minimum
amount of harassment from us).

we should a lso express our  (and the i r )  grat i tude to  the anonymous
note-takers at eacb worksbop who beiped collate the discussions. lUany
otber people deserve thanks: tbe Steering bmmittee of tbe rr{ational
Federa t i on  fo r  B io log i ca l  Reco rd ing ,  cha i red  by  Char les  Copp ,  who
b e l p e d  u s  p l a n  t h e  m e e t i n g ;  L l y w e l a  H o p k i n s  o f  T h e  M u s e u m
Documentat ion Associat ion ( rv lDA),  who deal t  wi th  most  o i  the admin-
i s t ra t i on  o f  t he  mee t ing ;  Jayne  Abb l i t t  o f  t be  B io log i ca l  Reco rds
Centre (BRC),  wbo prepared much of  tbe publ ic i ty  for  the meet ing;
Sheila Green and the domestic staff at Fitzwil l iam CoIlege, Cambridge
for  prov id ing an excel lent  venue;  and Anna Mackay-Smitb of  Iv IDA for
typing tbese proceedings.

Paul 'I. Harding
Biological Records Centre
Abbots Ripton

D. Andrew Roberts
It:seum Documentat ion Associ ation

Cambridqe

JuIy 1985
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INIROU'CIIOI{

G. Stansfield
Chairnnn, tlational Federation for Biological Recording

Biological recording is not a new activity. I t  has its origins in the
work of the amateur Victorian naturalists who painstakingly and met-
iculously assembled collections of animals and plants, recording their
f i nds  i n  d ia r i es  and  f i e ld  no te -booxs .  Wba t  i s  new,  i s  t he  recogn i -
t i on  tha t  a  we l l  o rgan ised  sys tem o f  b io log i ca l  reco rd ing  i s  an
essen t i a l  p re - requ is i t e  o f  conse rva t i on  p lann ing  and  i s  a l so  a  ve ry
valuable resource for beritage interpretation.

' Ine growtb of  tbe b io log ica l  record ing movement  and i ts  co-
ordination at a national level through sucb schemes as the Botanical
Soc ie t y  o f  t he  B r i t i sb  I s les '  (BSBI )  A t i as  o f  t he  B r i t i sn  F lo ra  and
tbe naLional Biological Records Centre (BRC) has been well documented
and described elsewbere, but tbe present level of activity and clneern
needs some explanation.

Tnere bave been several moves to improve the co-ordination of bio-
logicat recording and to put the movement on a firmer organisationai
and f inancial footing. In 1973, cbe Leicester Conference "Centres for
Env i ronmen ta l  Reco rds "  (S tans f i e ld ,  1973) ,  sponso red  j o in t l y  by  tbe
Depar tment  of  Museum Studies of  Le icester  Univers i ty  and tbe BRC
fa i l ed  to  ach ieve  i t s  ob jec t i ve  o f  hav ing  the  b io log i ca l  reco rd ing
funct ion recognised as a top- t ier  local  author i ty  responsib i l i ty  in
the reorganisation of local government in 1974. A similar conference
in Scotland, BIOREC 1975, did little more than draw at.tenLion to the
problems and review the present situation (Sommervi l Ie' 1977).

In the 1970s a series of art icles appeared describing the operation
and record ing systems adopted by var ious reeord centres,  and in  tbe
early 1980s the Biology C\rrators' Group (BCG) published the results of
su rveys  o f  b io log i ca l  reco rd  cen t res  (Hard ing  and  Greenwood ,  1981 ;
Greenwood and Harding, L982i whiteley, 1983).

I n  1 9 8 4  t b e  B C G  f e l t  t h a t  i t  w a s  t i m e  f o r  a  n e w  i n i t i a t i v e .  T h e r e
nad been a tremendous growtb in the amount of time and manpower being
devoted to  record ing.  Museums had been able to  take advantage of
qovernment  sponsored iv lanpower Serv ices scbemes,  as a lso had county
natural ists trusts, some of which, with their growtb in membership and
with the support of the rrrature Conservanry Council (NCC), had begun to
computerise tbeir records. Many national societies were also enbark-
ing on new recording scbemes so that communication and coordination
between the var ious schemes and orqanisat ions had become a major
problem.

lhe seininar beld in l9o4 at Leicester, "BioloEical recording and the
use  o f  s i t e  based  b io log i ca l  i n fo rma t ion "  (B io logy  Cura to rs '  G roup ,
1985) ,  a l t hough  w ide rang ing  and  ra the r  d i f f use ,  d id  a r r i ve  a t  some
fa i r l y  p red i ccab le  conc lus ions  wh ich  se t  t he  scene  fo r  t he  p resenL
movemen t .  Tbe  semina r  con f i rmed  tbe  w ide l y  be ld  v iew  r tha t  t he
present situation, both nationally and loca1Iy, for biological record-
i ng ,  s to rage  and  re t r i eva l  o f  da ta  was  unsa t i s fac to ry '  and  i t  d rew
at tent ion to  the problems of  s tandards and f inance.  A l though the
serninar produced few construccive proposals' it did lead to the set-
ting up, at the instigation of the BRC, of an ad hoc group, drawn frorn
tbe BCG and other interested organisations, co find means of improving
the s i tuat ion.


