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• Historical recording practices at 
the Marine Biological Association 

• Recent and current marine life 
recording

• MBA’s roles, challenges and 
opportunities

About this talk
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Thomas H. Huxley, c. 1888.
(Photo by W. & D. Downey)

E. Ray Lankester, 1905.

(Drawing by Leslie Ward for Vanity Fair)
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“fears of over-exploitation of the 

sea-fisheries are unfounded”

“There is evidence if man 

removes a large proportion of 

fish from the areas which they 

inhabit, the natural balance is 

upset and chiefly in so far as 

the production of young fish is 

concerned”



The MBA Aquarium.

D. P. Wilson and Ebenezer Ford outside the
MBA, 1930’s.
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Sledge Party, British National Antarctic Expedition, 1901–04.
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Three King penguin heads by Dr Edward 
Wilson, 22 November 1901.
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Philip Henry Gosse

Carrying-on a tradition

Scarlet & gold star coral
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The MBA Herbarium
A collection of preserved specimens of algae collated since 

the mid-nineteenth century.



Example: Plymouth Marine Fauna 
www.mba.ac.uk/pmf





Recent times - professional surveys and 
surveillance



MarLIN: by 2010, an authoritative baseline of 
marine life distribution around Britain & Ireland 
to identify impacts of:

2000 2100?

Climate 

change
Anemonia viridis

About 60 established 
non-native species 
and rising

Introduced 

species
Sargassum muticum

Great auk

Habitats and species 
are being lost or 
damaged

Human 

activities
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Current Recording

Online recording 
www.mba.ac.uk/recording

Phone: 01752 633291

Email: recording@mba.ac.uk

http://www.mba.ac.uk/recording
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Data Standardisation
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Chinese Mitten Crab (Eriocheir sinensis)
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• Members and regular volunteers

• Monthly Survey Events

• Repeat surveys annual (some 5yrs)

• Targeted, Simple, minimal training 
required

• Interesting seasonal data e.g. 
U.pinnatifida in Plymouth Sound

• C.gigas surveys revealed 
continuing settlement 

MBA Volunteer Surveys
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GBNNSIP www.nonnativespecies.org

• MBA - the Marine Node of the 
GBNNSIP

• Work with partners e.g. NHM, 
MCS, BPS, Seasearch etc.

• Horizon scanning

• Recording & Reporting

• Alert system and fast track

• Making distribution information 
rapidly available

• Factsheets and register

• Archive - DASSH and NBN

Rapana venosa
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Recording your sightings
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#SocialMedia
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Bioblitz’s

MBA: First UK Marine BioBlitz
at Wembury in 2009

Guide to Running a Bioblitz

Trained National Trust staff for 
2015 coastal Bioblitz events

~3500 people involved



It does this by empowering them –
as ‘Ocean Literate’ citizens - to take 
direct and sustainable action 
towards healthy seas and ocean, 
healthy communities and ultimately 
- a healthy planet.

Sea Change aims to bring about a fundamental 
“Sea Change” in the way European citizens view 
their relationship with the sea. 
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Capturing Our Coast
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Shore Thing
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Current MBA roles: 
Helping to develop common 
standards and interoperability 
– looking at the national 
picture

Providing resources

Linking to other schemes

Identifying data sets

UK Seabed Biology
Datasets access

programme.

Scoping study and
infrastructure development.

Accessing / accepting data sets

Encouraging and developing 
volunteer recorders

Ensuring accessibility 



Challenges

Expectations are high

Multitude of resources can be confusing

Marine life identification skills

Entering records

Accuracy

‘Professional’ societies

Species suitability

Funding 



“A learned society advancing marine science through research, communication and education”

www.mba.ac.uk

“A learned society advancing marine science through research, communication and education”

www.mba.ac.uk

The future of recording at the MBA?

• Improving recording schemes:

o development of training

o providing support 
(identification guides, reporting 
schemes)

o Providing opportunities 
(schemes & events)

• Mobile friendly recording 
interfaces and applications
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The future of recording at the MBA?

Developing infrastructure:
o Databases, data flows & 
opportunities for sharing data
o Data entry interfaces and resources 
which are meaningful
o Maintenance of data flow
o Data dissemination to decision 
makers
o Training in verification procedures 
for high quality data
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Thank you

For more information please 

contact

recording@mba.ac.uk

01752 633291

@SealifeSurvey @theMBAUK


