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8 Broad principles

• Aquatic invertebrates: understood, 
cherished and properly valued 

• Reducing pollution and improving 
water quality  

• Tackling the threat of non-natives
• Resilience to climate change 
• Halting the use of peat in 

horticulture 
• Conservation of small water bodies 
• Monitoring of freshwater 

invertebrates 
• Targeted conservation action for 

some freshwater species
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Network of over 60 supporting organisations 
representing anglers, conservationists, entomologists, 
scientists, water course managers and relevant statutory 
bodies. 

Established following concerns in river water quality.

Collaborating to:

• protect the water quality of our rivers
• increase our knowledge of riverfly 

populations
• actively conserve riverfly habitats

The Riverfly Partnership





Target groups



Recording and reporting





• Act as ‘champions’

• Produce identification guides

• Provide training opportunities

• Encourage recording

• Research and Conservation

Trichoptera (Caddisflies) Plecoptera (Stoneflies)

Ephemeroptera (Mayflies)



Ephemeroptera Plecoptera Trichoptera

Riverfly Recording Schemes

Est. 2000
51 species
c. 210,000 records

Est. 2003
34 species
c. 66,000 records

Est. 1976
199 species
c. 380,000 records



Collecting evidence



March brown survey



• Targeted survey of anglers 
between 2010 and 2012

• Over 100 new records

• Confirmed that the species still 
occurs in the River Usk

• First records for Wharfe and 
Eden

• Also first records for Cornwall

• Most records submitted online 
with photos

• Many records come from Twitter

March brown survey



Investigating flight periods



Alainites muticus

Nigrobaetis digitatus

Serratella ignita

Rhithrogena semicolorata

Potamanthus luteus

Nigrobaetis niger

Heptagenia sulphurea

Habrophlebia fusca

Ephemerella notata

Ephemera danica

Centroptilum luteolum

Baetis vernus

Baetis rhodani

Baetis fuscatus

Baetis buceratus

Potamanthus luteus

Ephemerella notata

Nigrobaetis digitatus

Habrophlebia fusca

River Test, Hampshire



2 years (2008/2009)

27 participants

1186 specimens

34 species (67%)
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Adult mayfly survey
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Baetis fuscatus Baetis muticus Baetis rhodani Caenis horaria Ephemera danica

Ephemera lineata Heptagenia sulphurea Rhithrogena semicolorata Serratella ignita





Adult caddisfly scheme

• Established in 2006

• Over 11,000 new records

• Increased our understanding of distribution and flight periods

• Synagapetus dubitans new to the UK





Identification guides



Species postcards



Online data entry





Social media - Twitter



Social media - blogs



www.riverflies.org

www.buglife.org.uk

@bugsymac1

https://mostlyaboutmayflies.wordpress.com

www.brc.ac.uk/irecord

Links
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Any questions?


