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Welcome to Issue 60 of the National Forum for Biological Recording 

Newsletter.  

This edition has an incidental theme of aquatic invertebrates, with news from 

Dragonfly Ireland (page 4), a local Riverfly project on the Esk (pg. 17) and an 

interview with the Riverfly Recording Schemes (pg. 8).  

In NFBR governance news, we were sad to lose Paula Lightfoot and Maria 

Longley who have both resigned from council in recent months. We are very 

grateful for the excellent work they contributed to NFBR over the years, and 

wish them well in their future endeavours. 

We have very recently welcomed two new Advisory Council members: Kieron 

Brown from Field Studies Council and the Earthworm Society, and Chris McIn-

erny representing BRISC (Biological Recording in Scotland). 

Many of us at NFBR have been busy preparing for our online conference on 

23rd October, and I hope some of you can join us then. The theme is wildlife 

recording during lockdown - you can also find some news snippets on this 

theme on page 24. 

I hope you enjoy this edition of the newsletter; many thanks to all article 

contributors 

Elaine Wright (Editor) editor@nfbr.org.uk 

 

 

As always, if you would like to make a contribution to a future newsletter, 

please get in touch at any time. The next edition will be out in spring 2021. 

Cover photo: Brachyptera putata (female) © Gus Jones 

Learn about the Riverfly Recording Schemes on pg. 8 

mailto:editor@nfbr.org.uk


Current NFBR Governance 
 

NFBR has a board of trustees who form the Executive Committee, plus an 

Advisory Council. You can learn more about the individual Trustees and Council 

Members on the NFBR website.  
 

Current members and positions held are as follows: 
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Trustees 

Sarah Whild (Chair) 

Jodey Peyton (Vice Chair) 

Clare Langrick (Treasurer) 

Graham Walley 

Simon Pickles 

Elaine Wright 

 

[Paula Lightfoot resigned 

August 2020] 

Advisory Council 

Teresa Frost 

Martin Harvey 

Martin Hicks 

Damian McFerran 

Steve Prentice 

Kieron Brown (new) 

 

[Maria Longley resigned 

October 2020] 

 

Chris Raper 

David Slade 

Alan Stewart 

John van Breda 

Zoe Randle 

Chris McInerny (new) 

NFBR News 
 

Elaine Wright 
 

2020 Conference 
 

Due to the impossibility of meeting face to face this year, we made the decision 

to arrange an online only event for 2020, including a few short talks and the 

AGM. The theme for this mini conference is “Changing the focus - wildlife 

recording during lockdown”, and we will cover some of the good news stories to 

come out of the recording community during this year. Please join us on Fri 23rd 

Oct 2020 at this free event; find more details and booking details on our website. 

 

2020 Conference Programme  

10:00 Welcome (Sarah Whild) 

10:10 Developing online biological recording skills (Kieron Brown) 

10:30 Wales Garden BioBlitz (Elaine Wright) 

10:50 Break 

11:15 Patterns in recording and verification during lockdown (Martin Harvey) 

11:35 Museum data mines, a promising seam (Zoe Simmons) 

12:00 Break 

12:15 AGM  

 

2021 Conference 

Due to the changes to our original 2020 plans, our conference “Outside the 

Honeypot: wildlife recording in the urban world” originally scheduled for May 

2020 will now take place in May 2021. It is extremely likely that this event will 

also be online due to the ongoing situation, please keep an eye on our website, 

Twitter account or Facebook page for further details when they become available.  

http://www.nfbr.org.uk/?q=about-us/governance
http://www.nfbr.org.uk/?q=node/246
http://www.nfbr.org.uk/?q=conference_2020
https://twitter.com/_nfbr
https://www.facebook.com/NationalForumBiologicalRecording


 

 

Dragonfly Ireland 
 

Dr Damian McFerran 
 

In 2019, the Centre for Environmental Data and Recording 

(CEDaR) and the National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC), Waterford launched 

Dragonfly Ireland 2019–24.  

Comprehensive details about the project, how it is funded and its aim and objec-

tives are obtainable via the NBDC website: https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/

projects/monitoring-scheme-initiatives/dragonfly-ireland-2019-2024/dragonfly-

ireland-survey/. Funding within Northern Ireland is provided by the Northern Ire-

land Environment Agency (NIEA), an Executive Agency within the Department of 

Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA). 

Coming from someone who spent several years studying Ground Beetles and Spi-

ders, Dragonflies are without doubt one of our more charismatic Groups. Their 

study lends itself to wider public participation, the proof of this being reflected in 

the current number (several hundred) of Ireland’s Citizen Scientists who have con-

tributed sightings during the initial two field seasons. I use the term sightings, as 

a submission does not become a record until it is validated and verified. The pro-

cess behind the verification of records, before they are entered onto the database, 

is discussed in the more detail within a recent newsletter for the project (see above 

web site for further details). 

To facilitate the collation of records, the project is utilising a broad spectrum of 

resources that are currently available, for example, online recording platforms 

[NBDC Citizen Science Portal and iRecord], social media in all its forms (particularly 

Facebook and Twitter posts), Excel spreadsheets, previous data sets, etc. The pro-

ject can also call upon a network of local experts and it is their collective 

knowledge that underpins the mentoring and knowledge transfer that are a must-

do if we are to build the recording community of the future. Although none have 

been undertaken in 2020, two successful training courses were organised in 2019. 

Some significant other courses, to look at key species and habitats, had been 

planned for 2020. 

The initial success for any recording project is probably defined by the number of 

collated records on the database, the number of 10km squares visited and/or the 

number of recorders that are enthused to get involved and remain involved, etc. 

This project does not make excuses for using similar markers as a guide (at least 

initially) to its value.  

We are fortunate that recorders’ enthusiasm has not been an issue, particular un-

der the current circumstance. With Covid-19 has come a greater number of ‘boots 

on the ground’, and this has been reflected in an amazing flow of sightings com-

ing into the project, mainly via the online recording platforms. 

Summary statistics show that in excess of 1,000 records were received for the 

month of June 2020 alone. To date, and up until the end of August 2020, 3,448 

records of 26 species were recorded from 445 10km grid squares (there are ap-

proximately 1,019 10km grid squares in Ireland). Final statistics for 2020 are 

pending. Interestingly, Fig 1 illustrates a standard type of infographic that can be 

produced for all such recording projects. How many records have we received per 

species? And, such like … 
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For myself, this graphic raises a few questions. Are we receiving more records of 

‘common’ species as they are easier to identify? Hence, Large Red Damselfly ap-

pearing at the top of the list, followed by the usual suspects. Are we receiving few-

er records of the other species because they are harder to identify, or is this be-

cause they are of habitats and locations that Citizen Scientists do not typically vis-

it? The answer is never simple, and a lot is hidden within this particular mix. 

At this stage, I would like to raise a few points for discussion that may go some 

way towards determining what is happening. Within our Citizen Science community 

there is a definite interest in natural history and 100s of individuals have submit-

ted records; the volume of an individual’s contribution can span from one to hun-

dreds. Volume is important, but if we see through the numbers, it may in fact be 

that single record, from that one individual, that increases our knowledge about a 
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Figure 1. Number of records by species, 2020 recording season. 

Graphic courtesy of Dave Wall, Citizen Science Officer, NBDC. Dave is responsible for the Explore Your 

Shore! and Dragonfly Ireland 2019–2024 citizen science projects. 



 

 

species or the importance of a location. On Facebook I have read, ‘I have taken a 

photograph of this species, can someone help me to identify’. In one particular 

instance it was an additional sighting of the Golden-ringed Dragonfly; a significant 

find in an Irish context. Our Citizen Scientists have also been able to show that 

species like the Emperor Dragonfly and Migrant Hawker are spreading in Ireland. 

Perhaps we suspected this already, but where was the evidence? The message to 

all, thank you! Your sightings can make the difference, so please keep submitting 

your photographs. But please also ensure to submit full details of the sightings for 

verification purposes. A significant effort is required to track these posts and en-

courage all to log their sightings. 

Fig 2 throws up other interesting points to debate, the spread of records and re-

cording effort. Although a very simple representation of the data set –2019, the 

distribution pattern (for all species records) does suggest that there are particular 

areas within the country where we know ‘more’ about our Dragonflies? Or, do we?  
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Figure 2. Distribution of Dragonfly species records throughout Ireland (–2019). 
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Are these the preferred recording sites, where we know that we will find certain 

species, and we return to these year-on-year, repeatedly finding the same species 

but from a slightly different geo-referenced point? If so, this can be incredibly im-

portant. It is this Citizen Science evidence gathering that leads into detailed 

knowledge about key and/or threatened species, and can form the focus of more 

formal monitoring and surveillance programmes. It may also form the basis for 

wider knowledge transfer, recorders taking their experience into the wider coun-

tryside and perhaps finding new sites for species. We have also tried to encourage 

this by generating species-specific maps, for example, Irish Damselfly and the Em-

peror Dragonfly. In particular, through this feedback/knowledge transfer, we are 

hoping to determine if species remain present in an area, or have they also spread 

to locations within other regions of the country? 

With this study we are fortunate, we have the baseline data set (41,439 records) 

that was generated by significant previous studies, for example, Dragonfly Ireland 

2000–2003, Odonata Recording Scheme, etc. Great care is now required that we 

do not find ourselves (just) repeating the same exercise of the past. The project is 

therefore not just a square-bashing exercise (all recording projects are to some 

extent), rather as it was being progressed various elements were introduced such 

that monitoring and surveillance could be considered as an element for our Citizen 

Scientists.  

As the project has rolled-out and developed, increasingly I populate its progress 

with questions and demands. How favourable are the previous acknowledged key 

sites, what is the spread and/or declining nature of our species, what habitats 

should be the focus of our studies, etc. Within Northern Ireland, to address some 

of these matters, environmental consultants have been engaged to determine the 

status of our previously acknowledged key sites. Within the two years of the cur-

rent study, I have also initiated studies to determine the populations associated 

with Forestry Fire Dams and Wet Quarries. In addition, and with respect to individ-

ual species, we are also trying to determine the current status and distribution of 

Northern Ireland’s two Priority Species, the Irish Damselfly and the Scarce Blue-

tailed Damselfly. With respect to the former, we are exploring options for a joint 

project with academia. 

The current project provides an excellent opportunity to engage with our Citizen 

Science community. It offers the chance to build upon the lessons learnt from pre-

vious schemes and to try and address wider questions about the status of our wet-

lands, their associated community assemblages and how collectively they are be-

ing impacted by external factors. Interestingly, with such projects I always (now) 

anticipate a development that we initially had not considered. This has already 

happened with the linkages through to interested eNGOs and academia; studies 

detailing habitat restoration and recolonization by species are already being dis-

cussed.  

The next several months will allow us to take stock of the findings from 2020. The 

sightings will now be validated and verified and the records collated on the data-

base. Interim maps will be produced and reported on within the next newsletter. 

As we progress into 2021, a route map will be developed for the remaining field 

seasons and the above linkages progressed to facilitate further interest in the 

study of this Group. 
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Recording Scheme Spotlight  

Each issue the NFBR newsletter celebrates one of 

the many and varied National Recording Schemes 

in the UK. These schemes help to ensure accurate 

species identification, help with dataflow and are an essential part of the British 

wildlife recording community.  
 

This time we are featuring the Riverfly Recording Schemes written by Craig        

Macadam (Mayfly and Stonefly Recording Schemes organiser). 
 

 

Tell us a bit about the scheme  

The Riverfly Recording Schemes encompass the individual recording schemes for 

Trichoptera (caddisflies), Ephemeroptera (mayflies) and Plecoptera (stoneflies). 

Caddisflies, mayflies and stoneflies form a natural group and are found in similar 

habitats as both young and adults.  
 

These schemes have been working collectively since around 2010 under the ban-

ner of the Riverfly Recording Schemes; before that they operated separately. The 

Trichoptera Recording Scheme was formed by Ian Wallace in 1976 and covers the 

201 species of caddisfly known from the UK. The Ephemeroptera and Plecoptera 

Recording Schemes are run by Craig Macadam and were formed in the early 2000s 

and cover 52 and 35 species respectively.   

 

How is the scheme run? 

The schemes are open to anyone with an interest in riverflies. We don’t run as a 

membership organisation but encourage interested people to submit records, and 

generally engage with the schemes through social media. We probably have 

around 20 to 30 regular contributors around the UK which includes staff from the 

environment agencies, students, anglers and others interested in their local rivers. 

The schemes are affiliated with the Biological Records Centre and we also have 

strong ties with both the Riverfly Partnership and the Freshwater Biological Associ-

ation (FBA). There are some individuals that act as vice county recorders, particu-

larly for caddisflies, however we don’t have a country-wide network of recorders 

(yet!). 

 

Do you run events such as field days or training courses? 

In the past we’ve held recorder meet-

ings at locations around the UK includ-

ing Malham Tarn, Loch Lomond and 

the Wyre Forest. We provide training 

opportunities through the Field Studies 

Council and FBA. We have also ar-

ranged occasional field trips to follow 

up on historical records, for example 

looking for the caddisfly Ylodes simu-

lans in the River Forth, Scotland, or the 

mayfly Electrogena affinis in the River 

Derwent, Yorkshire. 

 

Brachyptera putata (female) © Gus Jones 



 

 

Do you publish a newsletter and or journal? 

No, however we regularly post on social media, particularly contributing to the 

Moth Trap Intruders Facebook group. The Trichoptera Recording Scheme has re-

cently established dedicated caddis pages which provides information on how to 

study and record caddisflies. 

 

Can you tell us about a particular species that readers can look out for? 

The winter isn’t the best time of year for looking at insects but fortunately the 

stoneflies are still very active in the winter months. Have a look on fenceposts 

along rivers for stoneflies basking in the sun. If you’re lucky you might find adults 

of our endemic species the Northern February Red (Brachyptera putata) and the 

Orange-striped stonefly (Perlodes mortoni). More info at  

https://cdn.legacy.buglife.org.uk/sites/default/files/StoneflySurvey.pdf  

 

Any highlights or achievements you would like to share from the past year? 

The last few years has seen the addition of two new species to the British checklist. 

Recent research in Europe suggested that the first, Baetis atlanticus, was also pre-

sent in Britain. Examination of specimens from England confirmed it as a British 

species, and it has now been found throughout the British Isles. More recently, a 

caddis larva from a small limestone stream in the headwaters of the River Twyver 

has been confirmed as Potamophylax nigrocornis.   

 

How should readers get in touch if they wish to know more about your 

scheme? 

You can find out more about the Riverfly Recording Schemes at  

https://www.riverflies.org/riverflies.  

You can also contact Craig Macadam at rrs@riverlfies.org. 

9 

Perlodes mortoni © Paul Kennedy  

Brachyptera putata (female) © Gus Jones 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/119091688719071
https://cdn.legacy.buglife.org.uk/sites/default/files/StoneflySurvey.pdf
https://www.riverflies.org/riverflies
mailto:rrs@riverlfies.org


 

 

Trevor James Obituary 
 

 

Paul Harding 
 

 

Trevor John James, who died in June 

2020 aged 72, was a member of NFBR 

from the beginning (1986). He later 

served on its Committee and was elected 

as Chairman from 1995 to 2001. After 

four years as a very hands-on Vice-

Chairman from 2004 to 2008, he re-

turned as Chairman from 2008 to 2012. 

Regardless of the issue, Trevor always 

provided a clear view of what was needed 

and how it might be achieved. With 

boundless energy and enthusiasm, and a 

gentle, friendly manner, he was able to 

lead and encourage others and to bring out the best of their abilities and get 

things done.  
 

Trevor was an active and enthusiastic naturalist from his childhood in Hertford-

shire and it was in this county that he was fortunate to be able to develop his 

passion for natural history into a lifetime career. Graduating from York University 

with a degree in English Literature, he initially embarked on a career in librarian-

ship. But, by late 1972, Trevor realised that working in some aspect of natural 

history might be a preferable career path. Partly due to a series of fortunate coin-

cidences, Trevor applied for and was recruited in May 1973 to the new post of 

Keeper of Natural History at Hitchin Museum in Hertfordshire. Thus began Tre-

vor’s 28 year love/hate employment within the continuously changing local au-

thority structures of Hertfordshire. 
 

His time with North Hertfordshire District Museum Service ended in 1990, but he 

was re-employed by the Hertfordshire County Council as Head of Ecology and 

later with responsibility for the Hertfordshire Environmental Records Centre. Tre-

vor described this time in his Memoir (privately published 2020): a succession of 

tortuous administrative changes, through which he kept the flame of natural his-

tory, and the involvement of local naturalists, burning brightly in the county. In 

1978 Trevor had become Plant Recorder for the Hertfordshire Natural History 

Society (HNHS) and later, jointly with Brian Sawford, County Recorder for the Bo-

tanical Society of the British Isles (BSBI). This role led to his comprehensive Flora 

of Hertfordshire, published by HNHS in 2009. In 1983, he succeeded Bryan Sage 

as Recorder for Coleoptera for HNHS which in turn resulted in his monumental 

Beetles of Hertfordshire, published by the society in 2018, with a supplement 

published in 2019.  
 

His outstanding work in Hertfordshire was recognised with awards. The Universi-

ty of Hertfordshire awarded him an Honorary Degree as Master of Science in 

2014, for services to natural sciences and ecology in Hertfordshire. In 2018, the 
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National Biodiversity Network recognised his contributions to the taxonomy and 

geographic understanding of beetles and plants with the Gilbert White Award for 

Recording Wildlife. The British Empire Medal (BEM), for services to nature conser-

vation in Hertfordshire, was awarded in the New Year’s Honours list of January 

2020.  
 

But Trevor was also active with national developments in biological recording. 

Following a conference organised by the Biology Curators Group in 1984, he 

helped to involve the Linnean Society (of which he was a Fellow) concerning bio-

logical recording. This led, eventually, to the “Berry Report” Biological Survey: 

Need and Network, published in 1988.  
 

Thus began a process, through the Co-ordinating Commission for Biological Re-

cording (CCBR) report published in 1995, towards the establishment of the Na-

tional Biodiversity Network (NBN) in 2000. Trevor, because of his role with NFBR, 

had become a member of the Board of the nascent NBN Trust. He was one of very 

few people involved with the NBN with ‘coal-face’ knowledge of biological record-

ing and practical experience of field biology. He soon became one of a small 

handful of ‘go-to’ advisors to the Chairman of NBN, Sir John Burnett, its CEO Jim 

Munford and other staff. 
 

Trevor had been frustrated by the bureaucracy of his work in Hertfordshire, so 

when an opportunity arose to create a new role within NBN, as Development Of-

ficer, he decided to take a considerable pay cut and began working for NBN in 

2001. He was based with the Biological Records Centre, at the Centre for Ecology 

and Hydrology (Monks Wood), and described this working period as one of his 

happiest. He was working with many national groups of ‘naturalists’ and national 

societies to help them develop in the changing world of biological recording en-

visaged as NBN, organising many meetings and workshops which engaged these 

groups with NBN. His full-time post with NBN ended in 2007, but he remained as 

a part-time consultant until 2014. Trevor’s contribution was recognised with 

Honorary Membership of the NBN Trust in 2007. 
 

Other aspects of Trevor’s natural history commitment included writing a regular 

column for BBC British Wildlife Magazine for many years, involvement with the 

British Naturalists’ Association, both nationally and locally, and leading natural 

history holidays to exotic locations for Naturetrek. His involvement with BSBI also 

extended for a time to serve as the Editor of BSBI News and as a member of the 

BSBI Publications Committee. 
 

In all his many roles in natural history, nature conservation and biological record-

ing,  particularly in Hertfordshire, the support and active involvement of his wife 

Chris was always crucial. Trevor’s health probably had been in decline since he 

suffered a ‘mini-stroke’ in 2008, but the diagnosis of prostate cancer in February 

2014 gave him even greater focus to complete projects. With the support of his 

family and friends Trevor defied progressive cancers for the next six years, with 

three major operations and many other treatments, to complete the publications 

mentioned earlier. He leaves an unique legacy through his work with NFBR and 

NBN, and in his publications and collections, and he will be greatly missed by his 

many friends and colleagues. Our sincere condolences go to Trevor’s widow, 

Chris, and their son, Edward.  



 

 

Local Environmental Records Centre Spotlight  
 

Each edition the NFBR newsletter celebrates one of the Local Environmental Rec-

ords Centres [LERCs] in the UK. These organisations are centres for the collation, 

management and dissemination of biodiversity data on a local scale, making bio-

diversity information available to decision makers throughout the UK, alongside 

supporting Biological Recorders in a myriad of ways. 
  

Answers provided by Filipa McGuinness, Administration Officer.  
 

Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre 

(TVERC) covers Berkshire and Oxfordshire which con-

tains VC22 and VC23.  

We are hosted by Oxfordshire County Council and our 

office is located in one of the council buildings in the 

centre of Oxford. Our office is opposite Christchurch 

Cathedral and there is some stunning architecture in-

cluding the cathedral, Carfax tower and University cam-

puses (although not enough green space for our lik-

ing!). Christ Church Meadows is one option, an Oxford City SLINC (Site of Local 

Importance for Nature Conservation) where we can escape for a quick walk during 

lunch or after work. Due to Covid-19 we have all been working from home since 

March and we hope the time comes when we can work together again. 
 

Tell us a bit about your LERC 

TVERC is an independent local record centre which is hosted by Oxfordshire Coun-

ty Council. It was set up in 2003. Our first director, Phillipa Burrell, arrived in Feb-

ruary 2003 and the rest of the staff began work in August 2003. At that time 

TVERC was based in offices on the site of The Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock, 

but also had staff working at the Oxfordshire Museums Store at Standlake in Ox-

fordshire and in the West Berkshire Council Offices in Newbury. By 2008 all the 

staff were working at Woodstock and in 2010 we moved to offices in Eynsham in 

West Oxfordshire. We then moved to Speedwell House in 2017. 

Prior to TVERC, Oxfordshire had a biological record centre which was run by a sin-

gle part time officer and was part of Oxfordshire County Council. OBRC had a data-

base of a million records that TVERC inherited. Although there was no Berkshire 

environmental record centre, the various Berkshire Unitary Authorities all held bio-

logical databases which were also handed over to TVERC on its formation. All these 

databases were cleaned and amalgamated into a single Recorder 6 database in 

2010.  Since then the database has grown steadily and currently holds 3.2 million 

records and is expanding at a rate of around 500,000 records per year. 
 

Tell us about your team 

When we are at full capacity we have 10 members of staff, however currently there 

are 8 of us. We have three sub teams: the data team, who work on validating and 

inputting new species records into our database, maintaining and updating our 

sites and habitats datasets and working on apps and tools to improve our internal 

processes. The biodiversity team run the Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) project, survey-

ing potential and current LWS, determining (with a group of local stakeholders) 
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which sites qualify for protection and generally ensuring the sites of local wildlife 

importance are protected! The admin team run our social media account, handle 

invoicing, organise events including our annual recorders conference and manages 

our wide network of recorders and groups, maintaining data agreements and shar-

ing our data with these groups where possible. Despite the sub teams, we are a 

very close-knit group, it is not uncommon to have all 10 of us working together on 

large projects and events and we make sure to meet at least once a week to dis-

cuss current work!  

Ellen Lee, a data officer who has been ever present since the formation of TVERC, 

is our resident otter expert, often running training courses on otter surveys, and is 

also a keen moth trapper! The TVERC WhatsApp group mainly consists of people 

asking Ellen “what moth is this?!”. Robbie Still, data assistant and projects officer, 

is primarily interested in invasive ecology and wrote his master's thesis on model-

ling Himalayan Balsam distribution across Wales. Our field surveyors are all expert 

botanists, with one of our biodiversity officers taking a particular interest in forag-

ing (especially in deciduous woodland!). 

We have a team of 6 to 10 volunteers who are absolutely vital in our data manage-

ment, record validation and data input processes. Most of our volunteers are desk 

based and are managed by one of our data managers, Ellen. However, we also have 

a team of 9 survey volunteers who have been especially helpful during the pan-

demic as our biodiversity officers have had significantly reduced capacity.  
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Tell us about the local recording scene 

There are a multitude of local recording groups of various sizes, we have a list of 

them here on our website: http://www.tverc.org/cms/content/recording-wildlife-

groups. They all do excellent work and if you are interested, they’d love to have 

more members.  

Several taxon groups across the Vice Counties in our area (VC22 and VC23) have 

active county recorders. We work closely with them to keep our database up to 

date with high quality, reliable and correct records, so that they can be used in de-

cision making at all levels.  
 

Tell us about how you support local recorders 

TVERC has good relationships with local recorders and recording groups who are a 

key source of the data we hold. So, supporting them is an essential part of the 

work TVERC carries out. At the beginning of 2016, we re-instated our Recorders 

Grant Scheme to support projects that improve the quality, quantity/or coverage of 

voluntary species recording in Berkshire and Oxfordshire. Last year we funded Ben-

son Nature Group to help get surveying equipment and the High Park Biodiversity 

Survey (Year 3); an excellent project, which is collecting interesting species in Blen-

heim.  

We run an “Introduction to QGIS” course every year which has proven very popular 

amongst our recording community and students. This covers the basic theory of 

GIS and some useful techniques using TVERC data to perform some preliminary 

analysis and reach some conclusions.  

Ellen has taught otter survey courses for several local wildlife groups and individu-

als.  It covers both the behaviour and ecology and identification of field signs. This 

is one of our most popular courses, which unfortunately had to be cancelled this 

year because of Covid, but Ellen can’t wait to run the course again when it’s safe.  

Our recorder field days are a chance for local naturalists and volunteers to come 

together for a day of informal, peer-to-peer learning. This is one of the most valua-

ble parts of the field day as everybody who attend has the opportunity to teach as 

well as learn. Again, due to Covid-19, we were not able to run the field days this 

year but will hopefully be re-arranged for the same time next year. 

We run two recorders conferences a year, one in Oxfordshire and in for Berkshire. 

These are very popular and interesting events, They allow us to give our local re-

cording groups a platform to share their work. We also invite several external or-

ganisations each year, who always give a fascinating insight into their work, that 
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often does not fall directly within the ecological sector. For example, last year we 

had a talk from Ed Peveler and Wendy Morrison from the Chilterns AONB who were 

using LiDAR data to detect archaeological features within woodland.  

We also provide technical support for recording groups who are collecting and ana-

lysing data across Oxfordshire and Berkshire. In 2019-2020, TVERC provided assis-

tance to a number of groups/projects including the Oxford Swift City Project, Car-

ing for God’s Acre and the Oxfordshire Ornithological Society. 

TVERC sends a newsletter twice a year and a news item every two months, which 

you can subscribe to through the link overleaf. We update on all our interesting 

projects, recording milestones and conservation events within the two counties, 

and it always makes for an excellent read!  
 

What are the top three sites you would recommend to visiting wildlife record-

ers? 

Lough Down LWS, SU583806, is a beautiful calcareous grassland with rich wild-

flowers in Berkshire. This is connected to two National Trust sites, Lardon Chase 

and the Holies, which hold a huge array of different chalk loving plant species in-

cluding orchids, meadow saxifrage and a wide range of butterfly species.  
 

Watlington Hill, SU709935, is a SSSI locating 20 minutes drive from Oxford. Wat-

lington hosts a range of habitats: the site is a mosaic of chalk downland, chalk 

scrub, mixed broadleaved and yew woodland habitats, with areas of leached and 

more acid grassland and scrub on the upper slopes. These habitats support some 

of the most floristically diverse grassland in the Chilterns and is also notable for its 

lower plant flora and butterfly populations. If you’re lucky you might spot the im-

pressive rare Bee Orchid, Orchis apifera, or the Frog Orchid Coeloglossum viride. 
 

Farmoor Reservoir, SP445065, a Local Wildlife Site, is a large area of open water to 

the west of Oxford and adjacent to the River Thames which attracts good numbers 

of wildfowl that winter in the UK. The large size reduces the effects of human dis-

turbance, an important factor that affects the value of open water sites for birds. 

There are rafts in the water to encourage nesting birds. The reservoir is eutrophic 

standing water, a priority habitat for conservation in the UK. There is an island just 

to the west of the reservoir that contains wet woodland and reed bed along the 

edges of an ox-bow lake formed by a tight bend of the River Thames. 
 

Any highlights or achievements you would like to share from the past year? 

TVERC worked alongside Wild Oxfordshire (WO) and the Bucks, Berks and Oxon 

Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) on creating the Oxfordshire Nature Recovery Network 

(NRN). WO and BBOWT led the community engagement, while TVERC performed 

the actual mapping and crunched the data to combine many factors and outline 

the network. This was a highly challenging but rewarding project, but combining 

data from a wide variety of sources to create one output is what we do! The NRN 

was included in the Oxfordshire Local Plan, so we hope that a focus on connectivi-

ty and maintaining/creating ecological networks will come through in the future 

plans for the county.  

We are also working on a project to outline potential areas for tree planting across 

Oxfordshire. There is a real focus in conservation on tree planting to offset carbon 

emissions, and this project outlines 9 possible “treescapes” including silvoarable, 

woodland and hedgerows. TVERC are working on identifying possible areas for 
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these and assessing the impact of the potential treescape on the ecosystem ser-

vices (the benefits nature can provide humans) in that area. This should prove an 

interesting and worthwhile project.  

Road verges are an often under looked resource for biodiversity, particularly in 

terms of connectivity. West Berkshire Council and BBOWT have commissioned 

TVERC to undertake a risk assessment of all road verges across the district, using 

factors such as distance to nearest priority habitat, traffic conditions and pollution 

to assess how important it is for a verge to be surveyed and for a management 

plan to be adjusted. TVERC will also survey the high priority verges in the next sur-

vey season.  

The most important developments this year have been in making contact and get-

ting records from groups we've not previously received records - the Worton Bird 

Group, West Oxon Farmland Bird Project, Friends of Ruscombe Woods and War-

grave Chalk Pit to name a few! We've also made contact with a number of angling 

clubs which has enabled us to improve our fish records which are a poorly covered 

taxon group. We are very grateful to all of these groups, as a record centre is only 

as good as its database! If you are in a local group or just an interested amateur in 

Berkshire or Oxfordshire, please contact us with your records! If you aren’t sure on 

the best way to format and submit them we are happy to offer guidance and have 

a template spreadsheet, or we would also recommend using iRecord which we rou-

tinely scrape for data.  
 

Contact info 
 

Website: www.tverc.org 
 

Email: tverc@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TVERC1/ 
 

Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/tverc1 
 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/thames-valley-environmental-records-centre 
 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/tverc1/ 
 

Sign up for email updates: http://eepurl.com/dLpsdc 
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Riverfly on the Esk 
 

Rebecca Lewis 
 

Riverfly on the Esk is a local citizen science project that monitors the Riverfly com-

munity of the river Esk in Midlothian, Scotland. Now up and running now for 14 

months and comprising a dedicated group of volunteers, it currently covers three 

sampling sites located on the South Esk River. Still in its infancy, we are 8 volun-

teers strong with an additional 16 in the ranks waiting to complete their training. 

Each volunteer is trained by a certified trainer from the Riverfly Partnership which 

is a network of organisations (representing anglers, conservationists, entomolo-

gists, scientists, water course managers and relevant authorities) working together 

to protect the water quality of our rivers, further the understanding of riverfly pop-

ulations and actively conserve riverfly habitats. (https://www.riverflies.org/). Col-

lectively we present a rich variety of disciplines within our group, from vets to his-

torians, IT specialists, DJs, engineers, artists and educationalists. As a volunteer 

group, we all have a common goal in mind, to help make a difference to the quali-

ty of our river. Managed by a local ecologist and supported by Newbattle Abbey, 

Riverfly on the Esk is a joint venture that is making waves in the local community 

and providing vital baseline ecological data as well as being a vehicle for a greater 

understanding of the local river.  

Lough Downs © TVERC 
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The River Esk rises as the North Esk (in the Pentland Hills) and South Esk (in the 

Moorefoot Hills) separately. The rivers converge to form the Lothian Esk which 

flows through the village of Inveresk and the town of Musselburgh to meet the 

Firth of Forth estuary. The Esk makes up one of 11 main river catchments which 

discharge into the Firth of Forth. Most of this coastline round the estuary and the 

islands within the Firth of Forth are legally protected by national and international 

wildlife designations. The Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) designation pro-

tects nationally important habitats, species and geology. Likewise, the Special Pro-

tection Area (SPA) is an international designation which protects important bird 

species. The Isle of May which is located in the north of the outer Firth of Forth, 

approximately 8 km (5 miles) off the coast of mainland Scotland is a Special Area 

of Conservation (SAC) because it supports a breeding colony of grey seals making 

it the largest east coast breeding colony of grey seals in Scotland. Unlike the bath-

ing waters round our coastal areas, there is currently no equivalent protection sta-

tus for our rivers which are also used for recreational use (swimming and fishing) 

and discharge into this internationally recognised area. 

There are many pressures on this river system from urban to industrial pollution to 

barriers to fish passage which prevent the river from reaching its potential. The 

South Esk River in particular suffers from a history of pollution from a variety of 

sources, which over the years has caused growing unrest within the community 

but recently more concerns have been raised following several significant pollution 

events. These were due to overwhelmed combined sewer outlets and flushing of 

mine water and this has mobilised the local community to take action. 

Riverfly on the Esk group currently sample from 3 monitoring sites on the South 

Esk. From the three sites chosen, two lay within the grounds of Lord Ancrum 

Woods, Newbattle Abbey and one to the south upstream, just outside the grounds 

and below a known outlet. Chosen both for their ease of access and suitability for 

sampling, two of the sites are also located next to a popular public walking track.  

Sampling is carried out once a month at each site throughout the year, being con-

scious of fish spawning times and conditions allowing.  

Sampling is done using a three-minute kick sample followed by a one-minute man-

ual check. Data collected is identified onsite down to the level of 8 groups of River-

fly (taxa that are known to have differing degrees of tolerance/sensibility to pollu-

tion and/or water quality parameters) using the naked eye or with the aid of hand 

lenses. The presence and relative abundance of certain taxa indicates distinct wa-

ter characteristics and pollution levels. To extend our knowledge of the river com-

munity, we also record observations of other species recognised to the observer in 

the samples beyond the eight groups. In addition to the fauna, we record general 

site conditions (wet or dry, cloudy, or clear, ambient temperature and river flow).  

Data is then stored on both a local database and entered into the ARMI Riverfly 

Partnership database. Until Covid19 hit we had collected samples monthly, with 

the enthusiasm from the team ensuring that we had an ample number of people to 

cover each site comfortably. Unfortunately, the restrictions imposed resulting from 

the virus meant that we missed the months March to May this year. 

The results to date reveal a community of invertebrate larvae covering the 8 meas-

ured groups in varying abundance with the number of species observed outside 

these adding another 4-8 groups into the diversity of the samples. While the data 
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suggests a difference in the commu-

nity between sites, which could be 

attributed to a local outlet near one 

of the sites, the data set cannot yet 

provide meaningful results through 

statistical analysis as the variety 

could be attributed to natural varia-

tions resulting from habitat differ-

ences and natural population fluctua-

tions. For now, it provides us with a 

picture of the river community and 

will build a baseline from which any 

major perturbations can be detected, 

flagging up possible pollution events 

or disturbance. Riverfly on the Esk 

data entered into the ARMI Riverfly 

database directly contributes to UK 

wide abundance and distribution 

maps which help drive conservation 

action across the UK. Trigger levels 

have yet to be set for our monitoring 

sites; in future, any major perturba-

tion may trip this trigger requiring 

further sampling to identify its cause 

and any potential risk to the river 

health. 

Outside of the quantitative data rec-

orded, the benefits of Riverfly on the 

Esk group can be discussed in qualitative terms like knowledge transfer during our 

sampling days. On overage at least 2 groups, sometime 3 or 4 groups or individual 

visitors walking in the area will stop and ask about the project. The broad demo-

graphic reached far exceeds that of those who would normally seek out such 

knowledge or inclusion in projects such as this, so provides an opportunity to 

reach a wider audience. 

Looking ahead, Riverfly on the Esk hopes to extend the project to cover more sam-

ple sites, with a focus on incorporating areas located both above and below known 

pollution hotspots as well as locations attracting local interest for sampling teams.  

We are also looking for partnership with projects that would allow us to extend our 

sampling to include more taxa and the addition of water sampling. Formal collec-

tion of qualitative data from sampling expeditions would also provide us with a 

more measurable idea of the contribution of data transfer to the wider community.  

Extension of our project would not only benefit the river in terms of providing 

baseline data from a larger reach, but also help the group communicate with more  

communities and areas: identifying the socially relevant challenges facing rivers 

within our community and promoting the opportunity for learning about river qual-

ity and its importance to people throughout local communities in a passive and 

inclusive way. 

Tonal Drawing of Plecoptera © Amy Collop 
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NBN update  
 

Mandy Henshall 

 

 

NBN Conference 2020 – 18 November - book now! 

This year’s NBN Conference is taking place as a fully online event on Wednesday 

18th November. It is being run in collaboration with iSpotnature, Faculty of STEM, 

The Open University.  

This year’s theme is “The NBN at 20 – Changing Times”, which will help mark the 

20th anniversary of the NBN Trust. 

The Sir John Burnett Memorial Lecture will be given by Sir Charlie Burrell, Knepp 

Castle Estate, known for its successful rewilding projects. There will also be a 

keynote address by Dr Cecilia Medupin, Lecturer and Convener, Women in Envi-

ronmental Sciences, at University of Manchester, as well as seven x 10 minute 

presentations and three x 5 minute, student presentations. The full programme 

is available on the NBN website along with booking information:  

https://nbn.org.uk/news-events-publications/nbn-conference-2/nbn-conference-

2020/ 

 

Full stack Developer Vacancy 

The NBN Trust is looking for a system developer to complement its small tech-

nical team. The developer’s role is varied and includes the design, development, 

testing, implementation and ongoing support and maintenance of the NBN 

Trust’s data sharing infrastructure, the NBN Atlas. Much of the work involves 

maintenance (bug fixes, minor enhancements) within a large and diverse code-

base, for which only limited documentation exists. 

More information and how to apply can be found on the NBN website:     

https://nbn.org.uk/news/full-stack-developer/  

 

Shortlist for the NBN Awards for Wildlife Recording 2020 

Twenty-two individuals and groups have been shortlisted as finalists in the five 

different categories of the NBN Awards for Wildlife Recording 2020. The Awards 

recognise and celebrate the outstanding contributions adults and young people 

are making to wildlife recording and data sharing, which is helping to improve 

our understanding of the UK’s biodiversity. Read more about the shortlisted 

nominees: https://nbn.org.uk/news/shortlist-for-the-nbn-awards-for-wildlife-

recording-2020/  

The winners and runners up will be announced during a ceremony on Wednesday 

18 November 2020, as part of the NBN Conference. 

These annual, national awards started in 2015, and were previously known as the 

UK Awards for Biological Recording and Information Sharing. They were originally 

developed by the NBN Trust, the NFBR and the Biological Records Centre. 

 

NBN Trust Patron heads letter to Boris Johnson 

Sir John Lawton, NBN Trust Patron, has called for £1 billion to Make Space for 

Nature 10 years on from the ground-breaking report. On 16 September 2020, the 

https://nbn.org.uk/news-events-publications/nbn-conference-2/nbn-conference-2020/
https://nbn.org.uk/news-events-publications/nbn-conference-2/nbn-conference-2020/
https://nbn.org.uk/news/full-stack-developer/
https://nbn.org.uk/news/shortlist-for-the-nbn-awards-for-wildlife-recording-2020/
https://nbn.org.uk/news/shortlist-for-the-nbn-awards-for-wildlife-recording-2020/


 

 

10th anniversary of their influential Making Space for Nature report, an eminent 

panel of nature conservation experts, academics and land managers led by Pro-

fessor Sir John Lawton wrote to the Prime Minister calling for immediate action to 

reverse wildlife declines by committing an additional £1 billion to rebuild nature 

in England. Read the full story on the NBN website: 

https://nbn.org.uk/news/nbn-trust-patron-heads-letter-to-boris-johnson/  

 

The 20 most popular datasets on the NBN Atlas 

As part of its 20th anniversary celebrations during 2020, the National Biodiversi-

ty Network Trust (NBN Trust) is highlighting the 20 most popular datasets on the 

NBN Atlas.  Rather than being swayed by subjectivity, this “top 20” is an objective 

measure of the most downloaded wildlife datasets – taking into account the 

length of time the dataset has been on the NBN Atlas.  

More information on the NBN Trust’s 20th anniversary and the top 20 datasets 

can be found on the NBN website: https://nbn.org.uk/news-events-publications/

the-nbn-trusts-20th-anniversary/  

 

NBN Atlas News  
 

BTO Dataset Update 

We are delighted that the large BTO + partners dataset on the NBN Atlas has now 

been updated to include records up to the end of 2019. Previously it held records 

to the end of 2015 and was becoming increasingly outdated. 

The single, very large, dataset has been replaced by five smaller datasets, which 

will be easier for the NBN Atlas team to manage and update. 

The bird taxonomy was recently updated on the UK Species Inventory and almost 

two million records were supplied in the BTO datasets with new taxon IDs and 

scientific names that aren’t on the NBN Atlas. The UKSI on the NBN Atlas will be 

updated in October and the names will be matched correctly then. 

The aggregation of data resulted in a drop of 37,127,619 records supplied by 

the BTO, and in September there was a drop in the number of records on the 

NBN Atlas of 35,726,764 records. However, we believe that the restructuring 

these records have undergone will improve the usefulness of the datasets by con-

tinuing to add more information content and by removing duplicate data points 

of less relevance to the majority of NBN Atlas users. 

 

NBN Atlas updates 

Further information on developments on the NBN Atlas over the last six months 

can be found on the NBN Atlas news pages on the NBN website:  

https://nbn.org.uk/news-events-publications/latest-stories-from-our-network/

nbn-atlas-news/ 

They include: 

Development updates 

Spatial Layer updates 

Updated master species list for NBN Record Cleaner 

Data quality tests information 

New and updated datasets 
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Putting the dots on the map  
 

Tim Pridmore 
 

When I was younger, I used to love looking at old maps from 

around the world. In the far flung reaches of the map there were blank areas of 

uncharted and unexplored lands… that little sentence that aroused the adventurer 

in me –‘here there be dragons!’  

I am the voluntary warden of the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire & 

Northamptonshire’s Local Nature Reserve at Farthinghoe. Over the last 17 years, 

with the help of the local Brackley Wildlife group, we have managed and created 

new and varying habitats for the flora and fauna here and recorded all that we 

have discovered. When the call came from the Northamptonshire Biodiversity Rec-

ords Centre (NBRC) and the WILDside project to try to fill in the dots of the 1km 

squares as yet unrecorded in the county, I decided to take up the challenge! Look-

ing at the whole of the county there were many blanks, especially right down South 

in SP53 and the lower part of SP54. I live in that far corner of the South West of the 

county. I even have an Oxfordshire postcode! I decided that with a little planning I 

could try to fill in all the 1km squares that were unrecorded in my surrounding ar-

ea. I doubt that in the unrecorded lands of deepest Northamptonshire you will find 

a dragon…but what else might you find? What new and unrecorded species lays in 

wait just around the next corner yet to be discovered?  

Taking the ordnance survey maps of the South of Northamptonshire I planned 

routes along roads and footpaths criss-crossing the unrecorded squares trying to 

take in as many different habitats as I could. There were difficulties, if there are no 

rights of way or if the whole square was one large wheat field! Nonetheless, you 

can always discover little pockets of a different habitat. A solitary tree standing 

like an island oasis in a desert of corn or maybe hiding in the boggy corner of the 

field. If you are local to the area you might know, or know someone who knows 

whose land it is. Asking per-

mission is always best and usu-

ally after explaining what you 

are doing, they are only too 

pleased to help.  

Now I cannot say I’m an expert 

in any particular field of fauna 

or flora, just a good general 

knowledge of most things. 

With a notebook, camera, a few 

field guides and the internet 

with hopefully 4G coverage (!), 

you can pretty much cover 

most things you find. If not try 

and take a photo. There is al-

ways someone out there willing 

to give you a hand with identi-

fication. The most important 
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thing to remember is that you have a blank piece of paper. Looking immediately 

around you can tot up a good number of species in a few seconds. From Ash trees 

to Dock through to Willowherb, they all count towards the database.  

As I planned my campaign, it became apparent that, despite living in the area for 

nearly 40 years, there were parts of the local countryside I hadn’t been through. I 

used google maps to pinpoint potential habitats like lakes, ponds, interesting 

roadside verges, small copses, woodland, scrubby areas and any others that 

looked interesting along footpaths byways and roads. So, it was with doubled an-

ticipation of what might lay ahead undiscovered as I plotted my treks around the 

countryside.  

On one walk, I came across a beautiful small lake at the bottom of someone’s large 

country garden. It could be seen clearly from the path yet it was a total surprise as 

it was not on google. It was only a few years old but was alive with dragonflies and 

damselflies - 8 species in all! On another walk the footpath crossed a disused rail-

way line where I came across a cloud of hundreds of butterflies. There were Mar-

bled White in the dozens, hundreds of Meadow Browns and Ringlets with Large 

and Small Skippers, Small Heath, Tortoiseshell, Peacock, Red Admiral and Common 

Blues. An amazing site out of nowhere! A real hotspot for butterflies never record-

ed before.  

A couple of squares proved to be particularly difficult for access, frustratingly sev-

eral were in a RAF/USAF base at Croughton just South of Brackley. As luck would 

have it, I was invited to join a survey day on the site organised by the woodland 

wings project with David James and a few others for a day hunting for Brown Hair-

streak eggs on the Blackthorn around the base. This provided the ideal scenario 

for me to make a note of everything else I could find as we ambled around from 

location to location in the end racking up quite an impressive tally but alas no 

Brown hairstreak eggs.  

As our increasingly changing world continues to put pressure on natural environ-

ments and wildlife it’s vitally important we get as full a picture of the effects. Re-

cording what we can and helping to putting the dots on the map, we can get a bet-

ter understanding of this effect on the natural world. With this information we can 

strive to protect our environment and give us all a better world to live in.  

I learnt so much about my local area and discovered and experienced so much 

amazing wildlife some new to me. This whetted my appetite to go out again to dis-

cover and record even more. I hope this small piece on my exploits will inspire you 

to get out there and find your own new discoveries and learn more of what’s out 

and about in our area… who knows you might be the one to find those illusive 

Northamptonshire dragons! 

 

This article originally appeared in the NBRC Newsletter issue 19. The  NBRC Gaps 

in the Maps initiative is a legacy from their WILDside project, which ended in Dec 

2019. You can find the current gap map online: https://bit.ly/2OgapNBRC. You 

may like to use the WILDside Recording Handbook [pdf] to get started. 
 

Those outside the NBRC area may like to contact their own Local Environmental 

Records Centre (LERC) to see if they run a similar project. Use this ALERC tool if 

you are unsure who your LERC is: http://www.alerc.org.uk/lerc-finder.html. 

https://northantsbrc.org.uk/news/newsletter
https://northantsbrc.org.uk/Wildside/projectwildsideevaluation
https://bit.ly/2OgapNBRC?
http://northantsbrc.org.uk/sites/default/files/docs/RecordingHandbook.pdf
http://www.alerc.org.uk/lerc-finder.html


 

 

News Snippets  
 

A short round up of some news from the UK biological recording community and 

other items of interest. 
 

The 2020 BRC recording schemes meeting took place on 7 March (just before lock-

down started!) in the National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh. Around 100 people 

attended, representing recording schemes, wildlife groups, government agencies 

and research organisations to discuss areas of common interest. A theme of the 

meeting was how biological recording can help assess the condition of sites and 

habitats. Read more on the BRC website. 

 

A proposed AIDGAP key to Adult Caddis by Ian Wallace, Sharon Flint and Peter Flint 

is available for testing over the next few months.  Testing is open to everyone, and 

there is no charge for taking part. Please e-mail AIDGAP at aidgap.pu@field-studies

-council.org if you are interested; read more on the Field Studies Council website. 

 

A new recording scheme has been set up for Rhinophoridae (Woodlouse Flies), a 

small group with 8 UK species all of which are internal parasitiods of woodlice. A 

key is currently being produced. Read more on the Dipterists Forum website. 

 

The Soldierflies and Allies Recording Scheme have produced a new key to robber-

flies in the genus Dioctria, available to download from their website. 

 

A new set of entomological stamps has been issued by the Royal Mail, featuring 

pollinators selected by Helen Roy and illustrated by Richard Lewington. You can 

learn more about the project in Helen’s article on the CEH website. The stamps and 

souvenir items are available to order now from the Royal Mail. 

 

A new study has shown large-scale & long-term pollinator monitoring schemes pro-

vide excellent value for money, and could help save species and protect UK food 

security. Read more on the CEH website. 

 

The Natural History Museum have produced an interesting report on the effect of 

lockdown on air pollution, vibration and biological recording. In the first 100 days 

of lockdown, there were nearly half a million wildlife sightings submitted to 

iRecord, an increase of 54% compared to the same period last year. The report  

breaks down changes by taxa groups (spoiler: bats saw the biggest increase!) and 

includes some great infographics; read more on the NHM website. 

 

The Snowdonia National Park Authority has also produced a report on the effects 

of lockdown on wildlife, after commissioning surveys of seven sites within the na-

tional park while they were closed to the public. Read the full report on Issuu here. 

 

Lockdown (along with other factors) also had an impact on the amount of verifica-

tion on the iRecord system, with increases in the number of verified records and in 

the number of verifiers during 2020. Read more on the BRC website and by joining 

our online conference on 23rd Oct, which includes a talk on this phenomenon.  

 

A final lockdown related snippet is Michael Blencowe’s Corona Wildlife Diary - 100 

days of entertaining blog posts can be found on the Sussex Wildlife Trust website. 
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Grasshopper & Bush-cricket Targeting Revisits Map 
 

Biological Records Centre (BRC) 
 

Recording grasshoppers and bush crickets is an activity that many people enjoy. It 

has become easier with the introduction of the iRecord Grasshoppers app, which 

gives lots of information including a library of sound recordings making it much 

easier to identify these vocal insects. Recording Orthoptera is also valuable. Some 

species are rare, many are widespread but sensitive to changes in land use, and a 

few are expanding in range, possibly because these largely warmth-loving insects 

are responding to changes in the climate. 
 

At the Biological Records Centre at UKCEH we use records submitted to the Grass-

hoppers and Allies Recording Scheme to calculate trends in these species. But, be-

cause we’re looking for changes over time, we run our trend analyses only with 

records from sites visited in more than one year. There are many, many sites 

across the country that have records only from one year. (Here we describe a ‘site’ 

as a single 1km square, and use records from 1990 up to the current day.) If peo-

ple revisited sites that previously had been visited in only one year, then we would 

be able to include many more sites in our analyses, and so we’ve created the Tar-

geting Revisits mapping tool to easily show people where these sites are: the chal-

lenge is to turn  bright pink squares to dark green!  
 

Let us know what you think 

Have you had a look at the Targeting Revisits Map? Is it helpful for you and does it 

inspire you to record? Please let us know what you think via this feedback survey. 

 

Editor’s Note: This item originally appeared on the BRC website, and can be read 

in full there. Although the main Orthoptera season is almost over, some species 

can still be found until early December, so there is still time to get involved. 
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Example area from the targeting revisits map. Bright pink = target squares, light pink = new for 2020, 

light green = successful revisits, dark green = well recorded 

https://www.brc.ac.uk/article/irecord-grasshoppers-mobile-app
https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/targeting_revisits_grasshoppers/
https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/targeting_revisits_grasshoppers/
https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/targeting_revisits_grasshoppers/
https://ceh-online-surveys.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/targeting-revisits-map-feedback3
https://www.brc.ac.uk/article/new-targeting-revisits-map
https://www.brc.ac.uk/article/new-targeting-revisits-map


The National Forum for Biological Recording is the premier UK organisation 

for practitioners engaged with biological recording across the UK. Member-

ship includes individual naturalists, national organisations and recording 

societies, local records centres and their staff. This gives it a unique per-

spective and an important role. 

 

Whether you are an experienced naturalist or taking your first steps in bio-

logical recording, we want to hear from you. 

 

To offer an article for a newsletter, please contact our Newsletter Editor: 

Elaine Wright on editor@nfbr.org.uk 

 

To join the NFBR, please contact our Membership Officer and Treasurer: 

Clare Langrick on membership@nfbr.org.uk 

 

For all other enquiries about NFBR please contact our Chair: 

Sarah Whild on chairman@nfbr.org.uk 

 

Join the discussion on Facebook and Twitter. 

mailto:editor@nfbr.org.uk
mailto:editor@nfbr.org.uk
mailto:membership@nfbr.org.uk?subject=NFBR%20membership
mailto:chairman@nfbr.org.uk?subject=NFBR%20enquiry
https://www.facebook.com/groups/239682369506506/
https://twitter.com/_NFBR

